The World Health Organization has adopted and popularized the term ' zoonoses '1 which is applied to those diseases which are transmissible from animals to man. Altogether a total of some 8o diseases are included among the zoonoses, a word used almost universally in the plural. Most of these diseases have been known for many years and in somne parts of the world they constitute a major social and economic problem. In depressed populations the morbidity and mortality amongst children is high and chronic infection and infestation are responsible in part for reduced vigour and capacity for work in the young adult. In the United Kingdom many of the well-recognized diseases of earlier times have been controlled almost to the point of extinction, and because of this the subject has received little attention from British writers in recent years. Even less interest has been shown by paediatricians in the zoonoses, perhaps because they are not an important cause of infant mortality or even a common cause of serious illness. Nevertheless there is evidence that certain of the zoonoses occur with sufficient frequency in the British Isles to be included in the differential diagnosis of many febrile conditions which might otherwise remain unexplained.
Although the zoonoses include all diseases transmissible from animals to man, the mode of life in the United Kingdom is such that the source of infection for the majority of persons is likely to be a domestic pet kept in the house though in agricultural communities other domesticated animals may be responsible. Cats There is also a condition known as ' housedog disease 'which is regarded as the common cold transmitted from humans to dogs.
Baker'9 produced evidence that the virus of feline pneumonia could be transmitted from cats to humans and in one instance from a child to a cat.
It is suggested that this virus is antigenically related to the psittacosis-lymphogranuloma group.
Benign inoculation lymphoreticulosis ( Apart from the typical acute meningitis syndrome, Duncan reports proved cases in whom the illness resembled influenza with headache, vomiting, cough, low-grade fever and with photophobia in one-third of these cases. It is of very practical importance that he found the sugar content of the cerebrospinal fluid to be reduced in a number of cases, contrary to orthodox opinion, giving rise to a mistaken early diagnosis of tuberculous meningitis.
It is of great interest to the paediatrician to note that Komrower27 has recently described lymphocytic choriomeningitis in a newborn infant in whom transplacental infection is believed to have occurred. The mother lived in the neighbourhood investigated by Duncan 
Summary
It is often said that paediatrics and veterinary medicine have much in common. This may be true as far as practice with the younger age groups is concerned but it may be that the connection between the two subjects is more important.
Without over-emphasising the frequency of infections transmitted from animals to children it is clear that there is a wide field of investigation for both the laboratory worker and for the family practitioner. It must be remembered that children are the usual source of infection for other children but there are many occasions when this explanation may not be valid. Domestic pets must be included in the consideration of domestic epidemiology.
Consideration of preventive measures involves the proper care of small children and of domestic pets in a common environment. The premature baby and the infant under one year need particular protection. Nor should the protection of animals be
